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Have you ever faced a task at work or in your personal life that seemed impossible?  Have you 

ever looked at a project and concluded that there is no way you have the skills or abilities to get 

it done?  Have you ever given up on something you thought was too hard? 

 

Nehemiah in our Old Testament study was one who faced an impossible task.  As the Children of 

Israel had spent so much time and effort rebuilding the temple, the walls around the city of 

Jerusalem and their gates were in total disrepair.  In fact, these city walls had been in shambles 

for 70 years. 

 

Yet for the City of Jerusalem to look beautiful again, for them to have a barrier to protect them 

from attack, these walls needed to be rebuilt.  To enable the Children of Israel to protect their 

sacred temple and thereby ensure the continuity of their worship, these walls needed to be 

reconstructed. 

 

Therefore God put the desire and vision in Nehemiah’s heart to undertake this task.  Wow, what 

a huge task it was.  As the Life Application Bible states, “he organized, managed, supervised, 

encouraged, met opposition, confronted injustice, and kept going until the walls were built.  

Nehemiah was a man of action.” 

 

Yet the really great thing about Nehemiah was how he used prayer and preparation for every step 

in the rebuilding process.  He often poured out his heart asking for God’s help.  He turned to God 

when he was facing threats and ridicule from his own disgruntled people, as well as when he 

faced the threat of attack from Israel’s enemies. 

 

Nehemiah kept his heart and faith on God.  He prayed and prepared diligently every step of the 

way.  The exciting thing is that a project that seemed to everyone to be totally impossible was 

accomplished.  It was a tremendous monument and sign of God’s love and faithfulness. 

 

Following this feat that even Israel’s enemies had to attribute to God’s power, Nehemiah knew 

that his work wasn’t complete until the people also rebuilt their lives spiritually.  So he called on 

the priest Ezra to lead the city in worship and Bible instruction.  This, in turn, led to a 

reaffirmation of faith and religious renewal as the people promised to serve God faithfully. 

 

Prayer and preparation.  It is amazing how often we forget them these days.  Whether it be a 

project at work, a challenge in our personal lives or even our vision and goals in the church, we 

so often neglect to take the time to pray, to meditate, to worship, to study in preparation. 

 

We so often just plunge into a project without seeking God’s counsel.  We often react with our 

emotions rather than listening to God’s word.  We often trust in our own intellect and strength 

rather than praying for God’s help.  We often impulsively react to a situation rather than taking 

the time to meditate, study, and pray. 



 

Now I know there are some who accuse Christianity of using prayer as a cop-out or as a way to 

avoid doing something.  Some feel that prayer is just superstitious or wishful thinking, and that 

everything depends only on us as people.  Some feel that there is too much praying and not 

enough action. 

 

I like the words of Martin Luther who said, “Pray as though it does no good to work, and then 

work as though it does no good to pray.”  Both of these things need to be true if you are going to 

do God’s will and purpose.  In other words, our prayers cannot be answered if we don’t take 

action and work, and our work will lack direction and power unless we pray. 

 

I also like where Martin Luther said, “Sin boldly.”  Now some people through the years, 

unfortunately, have misinterpreted and misused Luther’s words.  Some feel that he was 

encouraging people to actually do sinful things since we are saved by God’s grace; some feel 

Luther condoned raucous behavior. 

 

However, what Luther was really saying is that God has called us to live boldly in this world.  

God has called us to boldly step out in faith as we seek to do his will.  Yes in doing that, Luther 

was saying, there will be times when we fail.  There will be times when we sin or hurt others. 

 

Luther was saying that if we worry and fret all the time about possibly making mistake, that then 

we may never be willing to step forward or lead with boldness.  We need to use prayer and 

preparation relying on God’s guidance, wisdom and power.  If we then sin and fail as we lead 

forth in boldness, we need to trust in God’s forgiveness and new life. 

 

Nehemiah certainly used both prayer and work in his calling to rebuild the wall.  He was 

spiritually ready to heed God’s call.  Even though he had tremendous faith that relied on God 

each day through prayer, Nehemiah never avoided the extra work necessary for good leadership.  

God gave him the courage to lead with boldness and get the job done. 

 

When I think of Messiah Lutheran Church, I remember 3 ½ years ago when I came to this church 

and how after facing some contentious issues many people were scared, and concerned, about 

whether we would be able to grow very much in our mission and outreach.  Some even 

wondered if our congregation would survive. 

 

Yet as Messiah’s Council, and as you as a congregation, continued to pray diligently we put our 

prayers into action by having our first Council Leadership Retreat led by my oldest brother, 

Mervin.  As a result of this Leadership Retreat a Vision Task Team was formed with two major 

tasks: pray about our church’s future; and bring forth new visions and possibilities. 

 

Following Messiah’s leaders visiting some dynamic churches in the Twin Cities, screens and a 

projection system was proposed and you as a congregation gave and exceeded our monetary 

goal; a Welcome Center was proposed and accomplished; a new Welcome Team was recruited 

with many involved.  A new Technology Team was formed which resulted in a brand new 

Webpage and Facebook page. 

 

Our prayers continued for the Holy Spirit to bring to our church family a Youth Minister—we 

even added onto those prayers the far out vision that perhaps this Youth Pastor would also have 



some leadership in music and worship.  There were times we left our meetings wondering if this 

would ever happen.  I’m sure Nehemiah often felt the same way when he looked at rebuilding 

the walls around Jerusalem—it often seemed completely inpossible. 

 

Yet with lots of planning and prayer, with many congregation people willing to step up and 

increase their financial giving, God brought Charis to our congregation.  Wouldn’t you agree that 

she is a major blessing here at Messiah?  It is amazing to think about how what we often thought 

was impossible became a reality. 

 

Now just look at all the amazing things God’s Spirit is doing in this place.  Worship is now 

blended with the old and new; worship attendance is growing and engaged; Confirmation 

students have mentors with organized activities, as well as Habitudes training; Yoga has 29 

people from both the church and community; our Praise Band leads worship each week; Little 

Angels ministers to young mothers and children; and the list goes on and on.  

 

The truth we see time and again in Scripture, and in our church, is that as we take time for prayer 

and preparation; as we focus on God’s mission and on his Holy Spirit’s power, God can bring 

about miracles.  When we boldly step forward in faith and action, God’s Spirit can take what 

seems totally impossible and make it reality. 

 

It is interesting that in the time of Nehemiah, even their enemies had to acknowledge that their 

God had done a miraculous thing.  It is true that the witness of God’s people working together in 

bold faith is powerful, it makes even a doubting and skeptical world sit up and take notice. 

 

It is also interesting to note that Nehemiah didn’t feel the work on the wall was complete until 

the people individually also rebuilt their lives spiritually.  Nehemiah believed that Israel needed 

to be instructed in God’s word; they needed to repent and turn from their sins so that God would 

be the center of everything they did. 

 

This, of course, continues to be true today.  As God has used us at Messiah to do what seemed 

impossible, this is only complete when each of our lives are rebuilt spiritually.  All these things 

we do are simply tools to enable each of us to come to know Jesus in a more real and personal 

way.  God’s purpose for you and me is that we repent, turn from our sins, and serve him in faith. 

 

My friends, what are some walls or impossible challenges that you are facing in your life these 

days?  Perhaps you have health issues; a problem in a relationship; a struggle at work.  Perhaps 

you have followed your emotions and have made a mess out of things.  Perhaps you have gone 

down a road and don’t know how to save face and get out. 

 

Whatever you are facing today we need to remember the example of Nehemiah. The truth is that 

as we deliberately take time for prayer and preparation; as we search and study God’s truth for 

his wisdom and guidance; as we get God’s eternal perspective we will make better and more 

rational decisions.  We will more successfully stay on his path and purposes. 

 

As we at Messiah lead forth with vision and boldness in the Holy Spirit, let us remember these 

words of Jesus from Mark 10:27:  “With human beings this is impossible, but not with God; all 

things are possible with God.”   Prayer & Preparation! 


